A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
Raleigh now proposed to go out to Guiana, where he believed
there were gold-mines, and mate an English settlement there
and get the gold. This was a great attraction to James's
Government, which licensed him to go, but as there were
already Spanish settlements in the district he was particularly
ordered, in writing and with the greatest emphasis, not to take
these; and to trade only with natives in districts where no
Christian power had asserted itself. Raleigh set out in the
early season of 1617; in the winter and spring of the succeed-
ing year he was proceeding to find the supposed gold-mine
up the Orinoco river. To get to this supposed gold-mine he
inarched with an armed force through the Spanish settlement
of St Thomas; he killed the governor in action and occupied
the town. There was no gold—Raleigh had acted in the most
criminal fashion and had nothing to show for it; he returned
in great dread to England, and after attempts to escape was
put to death under the old sentence on October 29, 1618. He
showed the greatest courage and even cheerfulness, but he
made no effort to excuse his conduct—which was, indeed,
inexcusable.
Apart from Raleigh's death the latter part of James's reign
contains two notable activities: the beginnings of the struggle
with the gentry (which was to end in the destruction of the
Crown) and the attempt to save the Palatinate.
The First Signs of Struggle between the Crown and
the Gentry. The mark of the time being the impoverishment
of the Crown and the enrichment of the landed gentry and mer-
chants, especially the city of London, a conflict was certain
to arise, for government could only be carried on by begging
from the wealthier classes for exceptional extraordinary grants of
money from time to time. The organ through which these grants
of money could be most regularly obtained was Parliament
Parliament in those days meant a body summoned for short
occasions and at fairly long intervals by the King, mainly for the
purpose of getting these exceptional grants, which, itmust again be
remembered, were voluntary and not regarded as a regular part of
the revenue, but as being made with some reluctance and not as
of a^gfat, but as of grace by the wealthier men of the country.
Parliament consisted of the House of Lords, which was com-
posed of the greater landowners, including certain officials who
had been raised to it and, if they had not inherited, had acquired

